29 Current Pre-Algebra PoW

el TyRde]  The Math Forum’s Problems of the Week provide non-routine constructed response problems.

The Math Forum ~ The Pre-Algebra problems target concepts typically learned in grades 6-8. Memberships and

@ Drexel University

mentoring options are available at the individual, class, school, and district levels.

Postal Rates - posted April 7, 2008

Over the years, the cost to mail the most common type of letter
in the United States has gone up. The price is scheduled to
increase again by 1 cent on May 12, 2008.

The National Postal Museum lists the past postal rates shown
in the table on the right.

On which of these dates was there the largest percentage
increase in stamp price over the previous price?

January 7, 1963
January 7, 1968
January 10, 1999
January 7, 2001
May 12, 2008

Extra: Consider all of the increases since 1958 instead of
just the five listed above. Which was the largest percentage
increase?

Effective Date

Cost (cents)

August 1, 1958 4
January 7, 1963 5
January 7, 1968 6

May 16, 1971 8
March 2, 1974 10
December 31, 1975 13
May 29, 1978 15
March 22, 1981 18
November 1, 1981 20
February 17, 1985 22
April 3, 1988 25
February 3, 1991 29
January 1, 1995 32
January 10, 1999 33
January 7, 2001 34
June 30, 2002 37
January 8, 2006 39
May 14, 2007 41

Learn more about the PoWs in Booth 2425 or at http://mathforum.org/problems_puzzles landing.html

PEOPLE LEARNING MATH TOGETHER
The Math Forum is a research and educational enterprise of the Drexel University School of Education.
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