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Statement 

Due to the fact that our students are from different geographic locations, professions, and ages, the profile of our student body is rather diverse. In order to provide equal educational opportunities to our students we have developed a hybrid instruction delivery method to satisfy our students’ needs.

The hybrid instruction delivery method we use is a combination of in-class and virtual class meeting. The instructor is on the one campus leading class sessions with students in a computer lab, while some students are in a computer lab on another campus, and some students participate from their offices or homes. All students are equipped with the necessary hardware and running a BITS videoconferencing system via high-speed Internet connection. All students may choose to physically attend class or participate virtually.
Learning is a complex process involving numerous variables and the interaction of these variables. We are interested in what and how the impact of the technology imposes to this learning system/community and the individuals. We will collect data by capturing the class sessions (text – in chat window, audio – class discussion, and video – each participant’s video window) within the videoconferencing system and individual interviews with the students, the instructor, and the videoconferencing system technical support provider at the end of the semester. In answering our questions of how the hybrid learning environment affects learning processes and outcomes of students with different work cultures,different goals, and different means of class participation, we will adopt activity theory as the model to examine the students’ learning outcomes in this hybrid learning environment. We will study the interrelationships among the object (instruction), the subject (the students), community (the class and instructor), the tool (videoconferencing system), the rules (the emerging culture), and the division of labor (students, instructor, and videoconferencing system server provider). We will use this model to guide us to seek the interrelationships of the aspects of this learning activity system described above.

We are interested in how this hybrid learning environment (face-to-face plus semi-face-to-face plus totally virtual,) affects (1) students’ learning of the content, their interests and motivation to learn and participate in the class, and their perception of the interaction with the instructor and other students (physically present or virtually present) (2) the instructor’s perception toward his or her teaching and the interaction with the students, (3) the very culture emerging from such a learning environment and group, (4) the effect of physical social interaction on students’ interest and learning outcomes, given that students choose whether or not to participate virtually.

































































































