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I am interested in the conditions that support people (and groups of people) to learn and/or change understanding.  I have been working with The Math Forum (mathforum.org) over the last 10 years to describe participant activity, including their strengths, needs, experience and interest. 

The Math Forum can be described in terms of its content—it is a virtual resource center for mathematics that blends archives of deep and rich mathematics information, with interactive services and projects such as Ask Dr. Math, Problems of the Week, Teacher2Teacher, MathTools, Virtual Math Teams, and the Online Mentoring Project.  It also includes a number of online discussion groups, an online newsletter, and links to complementary resources in other disciplines.

The Math Forum can also be described as a community that includes teachers, students, mathematicians, developers, researchers, trades persons, and parents.  Its participants vary by age, gender, interest for mathematics, experience working with mathematics, experience working with technology, and, in the case of teachers, years of experience teaching and beliefs about how students most effectively learn mathematics.

Information about participant activity is used to support the continued development and refinement of the site such as this. Participant activity has multiple dimensions.  Participants can have different levels of participation.  Participation can also refer to what the individual brings to an interaction, the dyadic exchange in which he or she is engaged, and the cultural context(s) and groups with which the person engages the site.

