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Introduction to Islam/Islamic Art

Religion: One God (Allah); Qur’an; Muhammad; Mecca/Kaaba

Pillars of Faith: Creed, Prayer, Fasting, Alms-Giving, Pilgrimage

Geography; History; Politics; Law

Geometry and Geometric Pattern in Islamic Art

Characteristics of pattern; units and algorithms

Circles and centers

Symmetry: point, line and plane

Border patterns and field patterns

Symmetry, Asymmetry, and Symmetry-Breaking

Roto-Centers and “ideal” triangles

Grids and tessellations

** Practicums Due **

--- Mid-Term Exam (Take-Home)---

Arts and Architecture

Alhambra and the Taj Mahal

The Mosque: From Peking to Timbuktu

Regional Styles and Periods – Ideas and Monuments

Early Islamic Art and Architecture: Forging Identity

Seljuks in Iran and Turkey: Conquest and Patronage

Mongols and Ilkhanids: New Cultural Encounters

Timurids and the International Style: Refinement of the Arts
The Great Empires

Ottoman Empire (Turkey, Balkans, Middle East, North Africa)

Safavid Empire (Iran)

Mughal Empire (India)


Colonialism; Post-Colonialism; Orientalism; Post-9/11 World

Islamic Art in the 19th Century

European Conceptions and Misconceptions of the Orient and Islamic World

Contemporary Islamic Art and Perceptions of Islam

 ***   Final Projects   ***

